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Ecuador lost a large part of its Amazonian territory during a war with Peru in 1941. The war
ended the following year with the signing of a treaty, known as the Rio de Janeiro Protocol. Brazil,
Argentina, Chile and the US acted as guarantors for the Protocol. While Peru upholds the treaty,
Ecuador declared it null and void in 1960 following the discovery of geographic features not
mentioned in the Protocol, and because it was signed under pressure from Washington when
Peruvian troops continued to occupy Ecuadoran territory. Border conflicts have resulted in two
armed confrontations within the last 50 years, and renewed tensions since July. (For previous
coverage of the current border conflict, see NotiSur 11/13/91 and 11/27/91.) On Nov. 25, in a surprise
message broadcast on television and radio, Peruvian President Alberto Fujimori presented a
proposal to resolve the dispute to Ecuadoran counterpart Rodrigo Borja. Fujimori suggested that
the border remain as defined in the Rio de Janeiro Protocol, while permitting Quito full navegation
rights on the Amazon river and major tributaries. President Borja responded the following day
by reiterating his government's insistence that the Vatican arbitrate the dispute. On Nov. 27,
however, Borja told reporters he would respond to the proposal at the Dec. 2-3 Rio Group summit
in Cartagena, Colombia. (Sources: Inter Press Service, 11/18/91; Spanish news service EFE, 11/26/91,
12/01/91, 12/02/91; Deutsche Press Agentur, 12/02/91; Agence France-Presse, 11/27/91, 12/03/91)
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